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Introduction 
This Candidate Handbook provides essential information for individuals applying for 

the Emergency Nurse Practitioner (ENP) certification examination offered by the American 

Academy of Nurse Practitioners Certification Board (AANPCB), doing business as Nurse 

Practitioners Certification Board (NPCB).   

It outlines eligibility requirements, the application process, examination details, and applicable 

policies for initial certification.   

All applications are submitted online through the NPCB website. Applications are processed in the 

order received. Processing time depends on receipt of a complete application, including all 

required documentation and applicable fees.   

Information in this handbook is subject to change without notice. The most current information is 

available on the NPCB website.  

About NPCB 
The American Academy of Nurse Practitioners Certification Board (AANPCB), doing business as Nurse 

Practitioners Certification Board (NPCB), is a nonprofit organization that provides national certification 

programs for nurse practitioners.   

NPCB develops and administers competency-based examinations that assess the knowledge, skills, and 

abilities required for entry into practice and continued professional competence. Certification is 

awarded to individuals who meet established eligibility requirements and successfully pass the 

certification examination.   

NPCB provides public protection by ensuring that certified nurse practitioners meet nationally 

recognized standards for safe and effective practice. 

Vision  

Nurse Practitioners meet the highest standards of excellence and competence to support quality care 

and optimal health outcomes.  

Mission 

Provide excellence in testing and certification for nurse practitioners. 
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Values 

NPCB operates as an ethical and professional organization, embodying the organizational values and 

principles of Quality, Integrity, Respect and Responsiveness.  

Accreditation 

NPCB certification programs are accredited by the Accreditation Board of Specialty Nursing 

Certification (ABSNC) and the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA).   

Accreditation ensures that NPCB certification programs meet nationally recognized standards for 

quality, validity, and reliability in certification.   

All certification programs, application processes, examinations, and business operations are 

administered in a fair, consistent, and non-discriminatory manner.   

Membership Affiliation   

NPCB is an independent certification organization affiliated with professional membership 

organizations, including the American Association of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) and American 

Academy of Emergency Nurse Practitioners (AAENP).  

Membership in these organizations is not required for certification.   

Members of AANP may be eligible for a certification application fee discount. Members of AAENP may 

be eligible for a discount for the Emergency Nurse Practitioner (ENP) specialty certification. A valid 

membership number must be provided at the time of application to receive the discount.   

 

 

 Contact Us 
The preferred method of communication is email. When contacting NPCB, include your full name as it 

appears on your online profile to ensure timely assistance.   

Website  Email   Phone  

 www.aanpcert.org    certification@aanpcert.org (512) 637-0500  

 

Submitting Documents  

All application materials should be submitted through your online profile unless otherwise 

specified.  
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Official Transcripts Only  

Official transcripts must be sent directly from the issuing institution or an approved third-party 

service to: transcripts@aanpcert.org.   

  

Transcripts sent from personal email accounts will not be accepted as official. This email address is 

for transcripts only.   

 

Mailing Address (Official Transcripts Only) 

2600 Via Fortuna, Suite 240  

Austin, TX 78746 

 

 

Eligibility Requirements  
Candidates must meet the following requirements to be eligible for the Emergency Nurse 

Practitioner (ENP) certification examination.   

Qualification Requirements    

Applicants must:  

• Hold current Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) certification.   

• Current, active, professional nurse licensure in the United States or U.S. territory.  

Applicants certified as FNPs through another nationally recognized certifying body may be 

required to provide documentation of current certification.  

Eligibility Options  

Applicants must meet the requirements for one of the following eligibility pathways. 

Option 1: Emergency Clinical Practice and Continuing Education   

Applicants must complete the following within the past five years:  

• A minimum of 2,000 direct emergency care clinical practice hours as a certified NP.   

• A minimum of 100 hours of emergency-related continuing education including 30 hours 
of emergency procedural skills.  

o Accepted advanced life support courses include ABLS, ALSO, ATLS, and 
NRP. BLS, ACLS, and PALS do not meet this requirement.  

mailto:transcripts@aanpcert.org
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Option 2: ENP Academic Program  

Completion of an approved graduate or postgraduate Emergency Nurse Practitioner academic 

program is required  

A transcript is required to begin the application process.  

• An unofficial transcript may be used to apply.

• A final official transcript showing degree awarded and date conferred is required for 
certification release.

Option 3: ENP Fellowship  

Completion of an approved advanced practice fellowship program in emergency care is required.  

Applicants may be required to provide official documentation verifying fellowship completion.  

Licensure 

Current, active, professional nurse licensure in the United States or U.S. territory.  

Alignment with National Standards  

Eligibility requirements are aligned with the Consensus Model for APRN Regulation. 

Application Process 
Applications are submitted online at  www.aanpcert.org. 

How to Apply  

1. Create or sign in to your online profile.

2. Select the Emergency Nurse Practitioner (ENP) certification examination.

3. Complete the application and upload all required documents.

4. Submit payment to finalize the application.

Applications cannot be submitted without payment.  

When to Apply 

Candidates applying through the Emergency Clinical Practice and Continuing Education pathway or 

ENP Fellowship pathway must complete all eligibility requirements before applying.   

http://www.aanpcert.org/
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MSN and Postgraduate Certificate applicants may apply up to 6 months prior 

to the program completion. Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) applicants may apply up to 12 

months prior to the program completion.   

 Required Documents  

 To All Applicants 

Applicants must submit:  

• Current, active professional nursing license with expiration date.  

• Proof of current Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) certification if certified by another national 
certification board.   

Documents uploaded by the applicant may be used for application review. NPCB 

may request additional or official documentation for verification.   

 ENP Academic Program Pathway  

To Apply  

Applicant must submit:   

• Unofficial transcript showing transcript coursework completed to date.  

    For Certification Release  

 A final official transcript showing degree awarded and date conferred is required before certification 

can be issued. Official transcripts must be sent directly from the issuing institution. 

Additional official transcripts may be required if APRN core coursework or other eligibility 

requirements were completed at another institution.   

Clinical Practice and Continuing Education Pathway  

Applicants must submit:   

• Documentation verifying required emergency care clinical practice hours.  

• Continuing education certificates meeting current ENP eligibility requirements.  

All eligibility requirements for this pathway must be completed before applying.  

ENP Fellowship Pathway   

Applicants must submit:   
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• Official letter from the Emergency Fellowship Program Director or certificate of fellowship 
completion.

All eligibility requirements for this pathway must be completed before applying. 

Attestation 

By submitting an application, the candidate attests that all information provided is complete 

and accurate.   

The candidate agrees to comply with NPCB policies and requirements, including maintaining current 

professional nursing licensure and adhering to all examination and certification policies.   

NPCB reserves the right to verify all information submitted and to take appropriate action if information 

is found to be false or misleading.  

Processing Time 

Applications are processed in the order received once all required documentation and payment have 

been submitted.  

Application Status and Missing Items  

Candidates are responsible for monitoring their online profile for application status updates and 

notifications of missing items.  

Notifications are posted to the candidate’s online profile and may be sent by email. Candidates may 

receive periodic reminders if additional information is required to complete the application.   

Additional information is available on the NPCB website. 

Exam Withdrawal 

All withdrawal requests must be submitted by email.   

A partial refund is available only if the candidate has not scheduled an examination appointment and the 

120-day testing window has not expired.

Candidates who have scheduled an examination, canceled an examination within 24 hours of the 

scheduled time, failed to appear for a scheduled examination, or whose testing window has expired are 

not eligible for a refund. 
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Candidate Responsibilities   
Maintaining Profile Information 

Candidates are responsible for maintaining accurate and current information in their NPCB online 

profile, including name, email address, and contact information.  

The name in the online profile must match the identification presented at the testing 

center. Candidates who have a legal name change after scheduling an examination must contact 

NPCB prior to testing.   

 

Scheduling and Testing   
Eligibility to Schedule    

Candidates become eligible to schedule an examination based on the program completion date 

entered on the application. This date must reflect when all required didactic coursework and 

clinical hours have been completed.   

Entering an incorrect or estimated program completion date to obtain earlier testing eligibility is 

not permitted. NPCB reserves the right to verify program completion and may delay, revoke, or 

take appropriate action on an application if the information provided is inaccurate.  

Authorization to Test (ATT)  

Candidates will receive an Authorization to Test (ATT) notification after the program completion 

date has been reached and eligibility has been confirmed.   

If the program completion date falls on a non-business day, notification will be issued on the next 

business day. Candidates are responsible for checking all email folders, including spam or junk.  

Scheduling the Exam   

Certification examinations are administered through NPCB’s testing vendor, Prometric.   

Candidates must schedule their exam through their NPCB account using the instructions provided 

in the Authorization to Test (ATT) notification.   

Candidates are granted a 120-day testing window to schedule and complete the examination.   
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Reschedule or Canceling an Exam  

Candidates may reschedule or cancel their exam through their NPCB account. All changes 

are subject to Prometric policies, including applicable fees and deadlines.   

Failure to appear for a scheduled examination or canceling an exam within 24 hours of the 

scheduled appointment may result in forfeiture of fees. Candidates who do not test as scheduled 

must follow the eligibility reset process.  

Eligibility Reset 

Candidates who do not test within the 120-day window or fail to appear for a scheduled 

examination must request an eligibility reset. A reset fee is required, and a new testing window 

will be issued upon approval.   

Eligibility reset requests may only be submitted after the testing window has ended, unless the 

candidate fails to appear for a scheduled examination.   

Candidates are permitted one eligibility reset per application.   

Applications older than one year are no longer eligible for reset and require submission of a new 

application.  

 

Special Accommodations  
NPCB complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and provides reasonable 

accommodations for candidates with documented needs.   

Accommodation requests may only be submitted after the candidate has received an 

Authorization to Test (ATT). Instructions for submitting an accommodation request will be 

included in the ATT notification.  

Candidates must not schedule an examination until an accommodation request has been reviewed 

and approved by Prometric’s Special Accommodations team. Candidates will be notified of the 

decision prior to scheduling.   
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Preparing for the Exam  
Exam Overview 

The certification examination is computer-based and consists of 150 multiple choice questions. Of 

the 150 questions, 135 are scored and 15 are pretest questions that are not scored.   

Candidates are given 3 hours to take the examination.   

The Consensus Model for APRN Regulation does not define specific age parameters for any of the 

population foci, therefore, growth and development are used as the basis of age-related changes 

for constructing the certification exams and for NP practice.  

Practice Exam  

NPCB offers optional practice examinations designed to familiarize candidates with the format 

and structure of questions on the certification exam.   

Practice exams follow the same test blueprint as the certification examination but are not 

intended to assess readiness or predict performance.  

Participation in a practice exam is optional and not required for certification. Additional 

information is available on the NPCB website.  

Reference List 

A current reference list used in the development of the certification examination is available 

on the NPCB website.  

 

Testing Policies   
Identification Requirements   

Candidates must present valid identification that exactly matches the name on their NPCB 

account and exam registration. Failure to present matching identification may result in denial of 

admission to the testing center.  

Testing Conditions   

Candidates must comply with all testing center requirements. Failure to do so may result in denial 
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of admission or termination of the examination.   

Missed or Late Appointments  

Candidates who arrive late, fail to appear for a scheduled examination, or do not meet testing 

requirements may be denied entry and may forfeit applicable fees.  

Candidates who do not test as scheduled must follow the eligibility reset process. 

Examination Security  

All certification examinations are confidential and protected by law. Candidates are prohibited 

from copying, sharing, or disclosing any exam content before, during, or after the examination.   

Any attempt to reproduce, distribute, or discuss exam content may result in invalidation of exam 

results and disciplinary action.   

 

Exam Development and Content 
Examination Development Overview   

The certification examination is competency-based and developed using nationally recognized 

standards. Content is created and reviewed by nurse practitioner content contributors and 

psychometric professionals to ensure validity, reliability, and relevance to clinical practice.    

Practice Analysis  

Examination content is based on a practice analysis that identifies the knowledge and 

skills required for competent nurse practitioner practice. Practice analyses are conducted 

periodically to ensure the examination reflects current clinical practices. 

Test Content  

The examination assesses knowledge and clinical judgment across the nurse practitioner role and 

population focus. Content includes assessment, diagnosis, planning, and evaluation of patient 

care, as well as application of clinical knowledge across the lifespan.  

Examination Blueprint  

The examination blueprint outlines the distribution of questions across content areas and 

domains and is available in the Appendix.  
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Exam Scores  
Scoring Overview   

The certification examination is scored using a standardized process designed to assess the 

knowledge required for competent nurse practitioner practice.   

Passing Score   

Candidates must meet a passing score established using recognized standard-

setting methodology. Scores are not reported as a percentage of correct answers.    

Score Release  

Candidates receive a preliminary pass/fail result immediately after completing the examination. 

Preliminary results are not official until all eligibility requirements, examination results, 

and required documentation have been reviewed by and released by NPCB.   

Official exam results are released by NPCB after all requirements have been met. Candidates will 

receive an official score notification, and results will be available in their online profile.   

Exam results will not be provided by phone.   

 

Retaking the Examination 
Candidates who do not pass the certification examination may reapply to take the exam after 

receiving their official score notification by email.   

Emergency Nurse Practitioner (ENP) candidates may test up to two (2) times per calendar year 

(January 1 – December 31).  

To retake the examination, candidates must submit a re-examination application and payment. 

Eligibility requirements in effect at the time of reapplication will apply.   

 

Verification of Certification  
NPCB provides primary source verification of certification status through its online verification 

system. Verification requests must be submitted electronically through the NPCB website.   



   
 
 

 
12  

There is no charge for verification of certification sent to State Boards of Nursing. A fee 

is required for verification requests submitted by employers or other third parties.   

Certification status reflects information available in NPCB records at the time of the request.   

Additional verification options and fees for employers or third parties are available through the 

online verification system. 

 

Board Certification  
NPCB awards board certification to individuals who meet established education and examination 

requirements and demonstrate the knowledge required for entry-level nurse practitioner practice 

within a defined population focus.    

Certification Period   

Certification is granted for a period of five (5) years. Individuals whose certification has expired 

are not authorized to use the NP-C credential or represent themselves as certified by NPCB.  

Maintenance of Certification  

Certificants are responsible for maintaining certification by meeting renewal requirements within 

the certification period. Detailed renewal requirements are outlined in the Recertification 

Handbook.   

Expired Certification  

Individuals who allow their certification to expire may not use the NP-C credential or represent 

themselves as certified. To regain certification, individuals must meet current eligibility 

requirements and follow the applicable process.  

Use of the NP-C® Credential  

The NP-C credential is a registered certification mark owned by NPCB and may be used by 

individuals with an active certification. Use of the credential must accurately reflect certification 

status. Misuse may result in disciplinary action.   

Certification Documents   

Following release of certification, certificants may access official certification documents through 

their NPCB online account dashboard, including the score letter, wall certificate, and wallet card.   
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NPCB also provides a printed wall certificate by mail following certification release.   

Certification documents reflect the certification effective and expiration date.   

Professional Conduct 

Applicants, candidates, and certificants are expected to comply with NPCB policies, applicable 

laws and regulations, and examination security requirements, and to conduct professional 

activities in a competent and ethical manner.  

 

NPCB Policies  
Confidentiality and Disclosure Policy  

Candidate information and examination results are considered confidential and are used for 

certification, verification, and related certification processes. NPCB maintains appropriate 

measures to protect confidential information and will not disclose information except as 

authorized by the candidate, required for certification-related operations, or required by law.   

NPCB may share pass/fail examination status with an individual's educational program 

for program evaluation purposes unless the candidate elects to opt out during the application or 

profile process. Individual examination scores are not released unless authorized by the candidate 

or required by law.   

Non-Discrimination Policy  

NPCB does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, 

disability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran status, or any other 

characteristic protected by applicable law.  

NPCB administers certification programs, application processes, examination processes, and 

business operations in a fair, impartial, and non-discriminatory manner in accordance 

with applicable federal, state, and local laws.  

Examination Security Policy 

NPCB certification examinations and all examination content are confidential and protected by 

federal copyright law. Examination materials may not be copied, reproduced, disclosed, 

distributed, recorded, or discussed in any form before, during, or after the examination.  
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Candidates are responsible for complying with testing center procedures and examination 

security requirements during examination administration.   

Violation of examination security policies may result in invalidation of examination results, 

disciplinary action, and/or legal action.   

Appeals Policy  

Eligibility Appeals 
Applicants who are determined not to meet eligibility requirements may submit an appeal by 

email to NPCB. Eligibility appeal decisions are final.   

Exam Rescore Requests    
Candidates who do not pass the examination may request an examination rescore by submitting a 

request by email to NPCB. The rescore process verifies the accuracy of the score calculated and 

does not include review of examination content, testing conditions, or the passing standard. 

Applicable review fees apply.   

Complaints and Disciplinary Policies  

Applicants, candidates, and certificants are expected to comply with NPCB 

policies, examination security requirements, and applicable professional and legal standards.   

Violations may result in disciplinary action and may include, but are not limited to:   

• Cheating on an examination   

• Providing false or misleading information  

• Misrepresenting certification status  

• Misuse of NPCB intellectual property or certification mark   

Complaints regarding certification matters must be submitted in writing to NPCB. NPCB reserves 

the right to take appropriate action in response to policy violations or professional misconduct.   

Records Retention Policy  

Certification records and application materials submitted to NPCB become part of the 

official certification record and are maintained in accordance with NPCB records retention policies 

and applicable laws.  

Applicants, candidates, and certificants are responsible for retaining copies of personal 
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records submitted to NPCB. Submitted materials become the property of NPCB and may not be 

returned.   

Aggregate Score Report Policy  

NPCB may provide aggregate examination performance data to educational programs for 

program evaluation and quality improvement purposes.  

Reports may include aggregate pass/fail and examination performance data and are only 

provided when sufficient candidate volume exists to protect candidate confidentiality.   

Candidates may elect to opt out of individual pass/fail status reporting to their educational 

program during the application or profile process. Individual examination scores are not released 

to educational programs.   

Policy Changes   

NPCB reserves the right to revise policies, procedures, requirements, and fees at any time.   

 

Appendix A: ENP Examination Blueprint 
A total of 135 scored items are on each examination. Test specifications are based on the two 

domain parameters. These exam items are distributed across Domain I - Practice and then further 

divided across Domain II – Patient Conditions. Percentage weights and number of test questions 

in each domain are shown in the Examination Blueprint.   

Domain I -Practice % of ENP Exam # of scored items  
(135 items) 

# of pretest items 
(15 items) 

01 – Medical Screening  16% 21 2 

02 – Medical Decision 
Making/Differential Diagnosis  24% 33 4 

03 – Patient Management  36% 48 6 

04 – Transition of Care  16% 22 2 

05 – Professional Practices  8% 11 1 

TOTAL 100% 135 15 
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Domain II -Practice Conditions % of ENP Exam  # of scored items  
(135 items) 

Thoracic-Respiratory Disorders 10% 14 

 Cardiovascular Disorders  11% 15 

Cutaneous Disorders   6% 7 

Abdominal & Gastrointestinal 
Disorders 13% 17 

 Musculoskeletal Disorders (Non-
traumatic)  7% 10 

Renal/Genitourinary Disorders 7% 9 

 Neurological Disorders  6% 8 

 Ear, Eye, Nose, Oral/Dental & 
Throat Disorders  8% 11 

 Traumatic Disorders  8% 11 

 Psychobehavioral Disorders  6% 8 

Obstetrics and Gynecology 5% 7 

Environmental and Toxicological 
Disorders 3% 4 

Systemic Infections and 
Hematologic and Immune  
System Disorders  
 

5% 7 

Endocrine, Metabolic, and 
Nutritional Disorder 5% 7 

TOTAL 100% 100 

 

DOMAIN 01 - Medical Screening   

• Perform a focused history and physical exam based on chief complaint  

• Establish patient acuity level to determine need for rapid intervention  

DOMAIN 02 - Medical Decision Making/ Differential Diagnosis  

• Identify differential diagnoses based on the greatest likelihood of occurrence  

• Prioritize differential diagnoses, considering risk of morbidity or mortality  

• Evaluate diagnostic studies based on the differential diagnoses 
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DOMAIN 03 - Patient Management  

• Rapidly intervene to resuscitate/stabilize patient  

• Prescribe appropriate pharmacologic agents  

• Initiate non-pharmacologic therapeutic interventions  

• Perform diagnostic and therapeutic procedures/skills  

• Consult with other healthcare providers to optimize patient management  

• Re-evaluate for changes in patient condition  

• Prioritize and manage multiple patients of varying acuity simultaneously  

DOMAIN 04 - Transitions of Care 

• Determine appropriate and timely patient disposition including admission, discharge, 
observation, or transfer as appropriate  

• Formulate a specific disposition plan with appropriate resource utilization  

• Engage patient and/or caregiver to effectively coordinate transitions of care  

DOMAIN 05 - Professional Practices 

• Integrate diverse, equitable, and inclusive practices into patient management  

• Manage unique needs of vulnerable populations  

• Demonstrate knowledge of EMTALA regulations  

• Adhere to professional, ethical, quality, safety, and regulatory/legal standards in emergency 
care  

ENP Knowledge Areas 

• Anatomy, physiology, and pathophysiology  

• Medical screening examination   

• Focused health history and physical  

• Differential diagnosis/Medical decision making  

• Diagnostic studies (e.g., EKG, radiology, body fluid)  

• Diagnostic/therapeutic procedures  

• Pharmacological therapies  

• Integrative therapies  
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• Consultation and collaboration  

• Patient and family education and counseling  

• Resource utilization  

• Documentation (e.g., coding, billing)  

• Professional, ethical, quality, and regulatory/legal issues  

• Pre-hospital and EMS  

• Health equity  

• Vulnerable populations  

• Principles of epidemiology, population health, and social determinants of health  

• Safety and harm reduction  

• Disaster and mass casualty management  

• Resuscitation and stabilization  

• Prioritization  

• Disposition  

• Forensics  

ENP Procedures 

Airway Techniques  

• Intubation  

•  Mechanical ventilation  

• Airway adjuncts 

• Non-invasive ventilatory management  

• Surgical airway  

• Ventilatory monitoring 

 
Resuscitation  

• Cardiopulmonary resuscitation  

• Neonatal resuscitation  

• Pediatric resuscitation  

• Post-resuscitative care  

• Blood, fluid, and component therapy  

• Arterial catheter insertion  

• Central venous access  

• Intraosseous infusion  

• Defibrillation  
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Anesthesia and Acute Pain Management 

• Local anesthesia  

• Regional nerve block  

 

• Procedural sedation and analgesia  

 
Abdominal and Gastrointestinal Diagnostic and Therapeutic Procedures   

• Anoscopy  

• Excision of thrombosed hemorrhoid  

• Esophageal/gastric balloon tamponade 
(e.g., Minnesota/Blakemore/Linton 
tube) 

 

• Gastrostomy tube replacement  

• Paracentesis 

 

Cardiovascular and Thoracic  

• Cardiac pacing  

• Cardioversion  

• ECG interpretation 

• Pericardiocentesis 

• Thoracentesis  

• Needle/Tube thoracostomy  

 
Cutaneous 

• Escharotomy  

• Incision and drainage 

• Trephination, subungual  

• Wound closure techniques  

 

Head, Ear, Eye, Nose, and Throat  

• Control of epistaxis  

• Drainage of peritonsillar abscess  

• Laryngoscopy  

• Lateral canthotomy  

• Slit lamp examination  

 

• Tonometry 

• Tooth stabilization  

• Corneal foreign body removal  

• Drainage of hematoma (auricular, septal)  
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Musculoskeletal  

• Arthrocentesis  

• Compartment pressure measurement 

• Fracture/Dislocation immobilization 
techniques  

 

• Fracture/Dislocation reduction 
techniques 

• Spine immobilization techniques 

• Fasciotomy 

 

Nervous System  

• Lumbar puncture  

 

 

Obstetrics and Gynecology  

• Pelvic examination  

• Precipitous delivery (including 
complications)  

• Perimortem c-section  

 

• Sexual assault examination  

• Bartholin cyst incision and drainage  

 

Psychobehavioral  

• Violent patient management/Restraint  

 

• Psychiatric screening 
examination/medical stabilization   

 

Renal and Urogenital  

• Suprapubic catheter  

 

• Testicular detorsion   

Diagnostic and Therapeutic Procedures 

• Foreign body removal  

• Collection and handling of forensic 
material  

 

• Point of care ultrasound  

• Interpretation of diagnostic imaging 
(e.g., ultrasound, MRI, CT, radiographs)  
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